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Quest for Identity

Paul: Who Can Be a Christian?

Bedouin Encampment
Connection to the Yearly Theme: The intent of Paul’s gospel is to spread the Good News beyond the Jewish community. Paul uses many different symbols and experiences to help us realize that all people (regardless of background) are welcome in the family of Christ.

Scripture: Acts 17:15-34, 2 Corinthians 4:7

Memory Verse: For in the one Spirit, we were all baptized into one body ­ Jews or Greeks, slaves or free ­ and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.  1 Corinthians 12:13

Objectives:
· Paul was an Apostle who tried to spread the Good News about Jesus to many kinds of people.

· Paul went to Athens and talked to the people there about Jesus.  

· The Athenians created the gods that they believed in.

· God made us; we didn’t make God.

· God wants the Athenians to believe in him and be Christians.  

· God wants you to believe in him and be a Christian.

Overview:
· Paul practices giving his speech to the class.  

· Decorate clay pots in ways that show how God made each student special.

Supplies:
For Paul’s talk:

· Painted Sticks or painted dowel rods; these represent "gods".  

· Altar-To An Unknown God.

· If Paul wants to dress in a toga, that would be GREAT!

For Clay Pot activity:

· Plain 4" to 6" clay pots (big enough that they can be painted on by sometimes uncoordinated hands! A few extra to allow for breakage.

· Acrylic paints and paintbrushes

· OR a variety of colored permanent markers

· If you want to use water-soluble markers, test on a pot to make sure they’ll stick!

· Pencils

· Paper for plotting designs

· Erasers

· Protective coverings for Sunday clothes: old shirts, smocks, etc.

Plant Option with clay pot activity:

· Potting soil

· Seeds or small plants to be potted (any kind; if you’re doing this lesson in spring, tell the children they can replant their sprouted seed outside when the weather is warm enough for your zone and the sprout is big enough for replanting.)

Note to Teacher:

If you wish, you could get a resource from the library that illustrates the Roman gods and show the pictures as you talk about them.  That could be fascinating to the class and help them to understand the radically different approach that Judaism and Christianity have to the idea of deity and that there is only one god, God, the Lord, Yahweh.

Lesson:

Paul’s Script

Paul is practicing his speech to the Athenians and needs the class to help him through the sticky points.

Do not read this script to the class. Try this:

1. Read it through twice.

2. Highlight the parts that you really want to emphasize and write them on an index card.

3. Tell the story simply as you remember it, using the card as a reminder of the key points.

My name is Paul.  Just yesterday I was in a town called Thessalonica here in Greece.  I would have stayed, but I got in trouble.  It’s not a very popular thing to be a Christian here in ancient Greece.  Everybody thinks you’re there to do their god in.  They want everybody worshipping the same set of gods.  They think that’ll solve all of their problems.  Well, that couldn’t be further from the truth.  All of these people have hundreds of gods to choose from, but they have just as many problems as ever here. You’ll have to excuse me. I’m a little bit nervous.  I’m afraid I’ve got to give a speech today.

Have you ever had to give a speech?  Did you ever have to stand up at your school and say something?  Maybe for Show and Tell, or maybe you had to give a speech in front of your whole class on something.  Have any of you ever done that?  Well, usually making speeches doesn’t make me nervous at all.   But today I am just a little bit nervous. You see, I’m new to Athens.  I don’t know the people I’ll be talking to very well, so I need to practice what I’m going to say!

I’d like to practice my speech on you, my friends, if you don’t mind.  I just finished talking to the people from the marketplace.  There were some very smart people there, important teachers from Athens; and did you know that the town of Athens has some of the smartest people in the world living in it?  Well, that’s true! They asked very good questions, probably the best question they asked was "What is this man babbling about?"  They knew I wasn’t talking about their gods - oh, no!  Not at all!  I was talking about something completely different!  I was talking about the ONLY God.

It’s not just the Jews who can be Christians, you know.  God wants the Greeks to be Christians, too!  And you, too.  He wants you to be a Christian. Did you know that?  It’s true.  But before we get to that, I need you to help me with this speech!  Would you pretend to be my Greek audience?  Can you make yourself look very smart? 

The first thing I want to bring up is the number of strange idols they have in this city.  There are so many!  Hundreds of them!  I don’t know how anybody could keep them all straight. Let’s see, there’s Mars and Zeus and Hera and Persephone and Artemis and Apollo and well -just trust me, there are a LOT of gods around here.  Do you think the people of Athens are religious?  Maybe that’s how I can start my speech, then.  

People of Athens, I see how extremely religious you are in every way.

How’s that for a start?  I mean, it’s true.  Look at all these gods! If I tell them that I’ve noticed something about them, that’ll grab their attention!  Now I’ve been looking at the many altars in town.  Here’s one to “Eto, an unknown God."  Wow!  Think of that.  The Greeks have named so many of their Gods and they seem to know exactly what they do. 

If you wish, share the pictures of the Roman gods you collected.
 Hera is Goddess of the Hearth and Home to them.  Artemis is Goddess of the Hunt. 

Apollo hauls the sun across the sky; Mars is the God of War. Athena is the Goddess of 

wisdom. 

So many Gods; you’d think they had everything covered, but then I find THIS written here. "To An Unknown God."  (Laugh a little bit.)  I know that God!  The God that these Athenians don’t know is the God that came down to be with us!  Jesus Christ was that God.  

So, my friends, this is what I’ll say:

People of Athens, I see how extremely religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the words, "To an unknown god," What you worship as unknown, I will tell you about. The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in

shrines made by human hands. Oh, no!  You didn’t make HIM!  The God I’m talking about made YOU! He is so much bigger than you that you can’t even imagine how big he is.  Our stories say that God made all of us from a single person a long, long time ago. And he made all of us so that, eventually, when we get tired of feeling alone, we’ll go looking for him.

Do you think they’ll like to hear that?  That the God I’m talking about made THEM?  Isn’t it good to think that God made you?  God must really love us to make us, huh?  It’s true. He did just that. Okay, let me get back to my speech.  By the way, did I tell you who I am going to be speaking to  --- some of the smartest of the smart people in Athens.  Maybe even some of their smartest judges and lawyers will be there. I hope they believe what I say!  The whole story of Jesus took place on the other side of the sea from them, so his life will seem a little strange to these people.  I hope they can follow what I’m talking about.  Anyway, let’s see, where was I?

"Men of Athens . . . I see how extremely religious you are . . . I found the altar with the words, "To an unknown god” . . . That unknown god is the God who made the world and everything in it, even you!  So you can’t make a god, it’s the other way around! God made YOU!  Not only that, but God is very close to you, waiting for you to find him!  REALLY! The God who made you wants you! It’s always been that way and it always WILL be that way!  He wants you and he’s never very far away, just like a loving parent. Even your own poets say, "We are the children of God."

And if that’s the case, then how come you think that a god is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by your own imaginations?  It doesn’t make any sense to think that way. Now that I’ve explained it to you, maybe you should check out my God!  My God is very just, and he expects us to say we’re sorry when we do things that are wrong.  But that’s not all, is it, friends.  

What should I tell them about Jesus?  Maybe about the Resurrection?  That God rose from the dead and can be a part of our lives even now?  Because someday we will all rise!   What do you think?

The real difference between my God and their gods is that my God is not made up out of my imagination.  Jesus Christ really lived and really died for me on the cross.  Not only that, but he also rose again.  Do you know what it means for somebody to rise again?  Jesus was dead and came back to life!  That’s what resurrection means; he came back to life even after he was dead for three whole days!  Now THAT’s something that only God can make happen! And it’s what makes my God different from any other god.  Not only that, but my God loves me and stays with me all the time!  I didn’t make my god, like these Greek gods were made by people.  My God made ME.  

It’s kind of like this: When a potter makes a clay pot, he forms it and shapes it with his or her

hands. And the potter cares about the pot, because he or she made it!  A good potter likes the shape of the pot, and the ways the pot can be used, and he or she just likes what it feels like to make that pot!  That’s how God feels about us.  God just simply loves us.  God can’t wait to see what kinds of unique, amazing people we’ll turn out to be.  God is even sad when we screw up, but we are still held within God’s embrace.  We can still be Christians, even if we aren’t perfect.  

So, have I talked you into believing in my God rather than in these silly sticks that aren’t gods at all? Who can be a Christian?  Greeks can give up these gods and meet the real God who made them and died for them.  They can be Christians. And you can be a Christian. If you want him

to, God will form you and shape you in special ways to be like his Son, Jesus Christ. 

Do you think the people of Athens will believe me when I talk about Jesus rising from the dead?  Some might; but today, I’m not expecting that many will.  Some will get it a little bit later.  I don’t care how long it takes.  I know God is real and this unknown God can be known.  His name is Jesus Christ, who taught us how to live well, who died for our sins, and who rose to give us hope.  No other god can do that!

Okay, I think I’m ready to give my speech now.  Thanks for your help.  I think that maybe be can make something today that reminds us of who made whom!

Activity:

We’re going to use these clay pots to remind the world about how God made you special and different from everybody else. WE didn’t make God, as the Athenians thought they could create gods back in Paul’s time.  NO!  God made us!  


In fact, Paul wrote about this in his second letter to the church in Corinth:

But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us.  2 Corinthians 4:7

So powerful is our God who works through just you and me that we are like clay pots that easily break.  It is God who works through us; all glory goes to God.

So I want you to draw out on this paper a few ideas of what you could put on your pot.  It can be words or pictures or both.  Whatever you want, and when you think you have your idea down, I’ll give you your pot and you can get to work!  

If your class is very young, they may just want to start right away with painting or drawing on their pots.  Still, give them a moment to think about what they want to communicate on their pot.  Not only does this reduce frustration later, but it also gives them the opportunity to reflect on God’s creation of themselves.

Older children will benefit from fleshing out their ideas on paper before painting or drawing or writing on their pot. Sometimes older children will get midway through a project and then realize what they really meant to say or do with it.  Putting it down on paper first allows them to think it through before they commit to the finished product.

If you have a longer session, you may want to let the pots dry a bit (do a show and tell with the pots while they dry), and then fill them with potting soil and plant something in the pots.

Closing Prayer:
God, thank you that we didn’t create you, but you created us, and that you want all of us to know you and be your children. Thank you that all of us can be Christians. Amen.

© 2001 Cornerstones Publishing, Inc.

© 2001 Cornerstones Publishing, Inc.


