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Quest for Identity

Paul: Who Can Be a Christian?

Moved by the Spirit
Connection to the Yearly Theme: The intent of Paul’s gospel is to spread the Good News beyond the Jewish community. Paul uses many different symbols and experiences to help us realize that all people (regardless of background) are welcome in the family of Christ.

Scripture:  Acts 9:1 ­ 19, 2 Cor 5:7 and Hebrews 11:1

Memory Verse: For in the one Spirit, we were all baptized into one body ­ Jews or Greeks, slaves or free ­ and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.  1 Corinthians 12:13

Objectives:
· Paul was an Apostle who tried to spread the Good News about Jesus to many kinds of people.

· Paul walked by faith not by sight.

· Paul believed that faith in Jesus Christ is the most important factor in determining who can be a Christian.

· It isn’t always easy to have faith.

Overview:
· Talk about Paul’s experience of "blind faith." 

· Hear a scripture passage about faith.

· Play the game of hiding the dogs under chairs.

· Play the Walk by Faith bocce ball game.

· Create a blindfold game for some of Paul’s adventures.

· Optional:  see the world through the eyes of someone who is blind.

Supplies: 

· Classroom set of Bibles

· Good, impossible-to-see-through blindfolds: one for each team

· Bocce ball set OR eight baseballs.  If you have more than eight children in your class you may need to play two simultaneous games of blind faith bocce ball.

· 15 to 30 Folding chairs (depending on the size of your space)

· Two plastic or stuffed toy dogs or puppies (Dogs are an ancient symbol of faith.)

· Longest tape measure you can find (20 feet or more, if possible).  A carpenter or gym teacher might have access to one of these.

· Detailed instructions on how to play normal bocce ball: available at: www.ehow.com/eHow/eHow/0,1053,3109,00.html

· Children’s Bible with various illustrations of Paul’s perils.

· Optional:  There are special goggles that institutions for the blind have so that we can simulate what it is like to have glaucoma, macular degeneration and other eye diseases. If you can get your hands on these, it will be a very revealing exercise for classes of any age.  Ask them to ponder what an average day is like for a person with any of those diseases.  What would it mean for them to walk by faith?

Lesson:

Let’s start off by reading one very short verse together: 2 Corinthians 5:7.   It says, We walk by faith not by sight.  Then there’s another verse I’d like us to take a look at.  It’s in 

Hebrews 11: 1.  It says, Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.

(Teacher’s note: the Apostle Paul probably did not write the book of Hebrews, but this passage expresses the intent of the rest of the lesson, so we include it here.)

What’s faith?  Anybody have any ideas? When you trust somebody you have faith in them.  When you think that things will work out for the best in the future, that’s faith.  When you trust in things you can’t see and for which you have no proof – that’s faith. Have any of you heard the expression "blind faith?"  They could have invented that expression to describe the Apostle Paul. He had a LOT of faith!  And when he started out having faith in Jesus Christ, it was BLIND faith, literally!  Does anybody know what I mean?

Check out the book of Acts now.  Acts is in the New Testament, just after the Gospels.  Turn to Acts 9:1-19.  Let’s read that.

Do you know what I mean by blind faith?  Saul REALLY went blind when he got his faith; then, a few days later, a friend of God’s helped him to see again.  For a little while Paul was really blind, and he really needed help, didn’t he?   Now this story doesn’t mean that if you become a Christian you’ll go blind, otherwise there would be a whole lot more blind people in the world.  But when you believe in and follow God, even when you don’t have any solid proof of God, that’s faith. It’s kind of like blind faith.  Although you can see things with your eyes, you can’t always see them with your heart.  You just have to trust. 

The Apostle Paul did a LOT of trusting in his day! He wanted everybody to know that they could be a Christian, and he took a lot of risks and faced a lot of danger in order to spread the message that anybody could be a Christian. It wasn’t always easy, and he never knew what was going to happen next, but he had faith.  Christians, he said, were people who walked by faith, and not by sight.  So we’re going to play some games today that involve not being able to see, and having faith in somebody else to help you win.

Activities:

Walk By Faith, Not By Sight

Have folding chairs scattered throughout the room.

Decide on a clear start/finish line for your "Pauls".

Divide class into two teams:  "Buster" and "Fido".

Explain to them that from ancient times, the dog has been a symbol of faith. 

Two stuffed dogs, "Buster" and "Fido," are going to represent faith for this game.

Each team chooses one person to be "Paul" and blindfolds him/her.

After the two players are blindfolded, have them face away from the chairs so they really can’t 

see what’s going on.

Place each team’s stuffed dog (named either Buster or Fido) under random chairs in the room, 

far enough away from the starting line to make the game challenging and interesting.

Line your up all of the Pauls on the start/finish line.

Spread the two teams evenly around the edges of the playing area.

Intersperse a "Buster" team member with a "Fido" team member.

Tell them that they cannot actually enter into the playing area or get close to the chairs.

The only person allowed in the playing area is "Paul".

Spin your two Pauls around a few times to disorient them to the room.

When you shout "Walk by faith, not by sight!",  the two Pauls try to follow the instructions of 

their teammates to find their particular dog, bend down, pick it up and get back to the 

starting line.

This should be very difficult for them because the directions will be coming from all directions, 

and they will be unsure who is yelling directions at whom.

Once someone has won the game, debrief for a few moments.  Ask: what made this hard?  Couldn’t hear clear directions. Couldn’t see. Too much noise. What would make it easier? Less noise and better directions. One person calling out directions at a time. I would want to be surer of whom the directions are for, "Buster’s Paul” or "Fido’s Paul”.

Now, choose another pair of Pauls to run through the game again.  This time allow the teams to strategize how they’re going to direct their Paul to their dog.  Will they elect one person to help Paul get to the dog?  Will they yell in unison?  Will they direct from chair to chair or will they direct by number of steps to take straight ahead or to the right or to the left?  

Once both Pauls have found their dogs, debrief again.  What made it easier this time?  Getting your directions from one place without other voices interfering can help. Christians gets their directions for life from Scripture.  If we can turn off the other voices telling us what to do and rely on the Bible to help us know how to live, we will develop our faith.  It was faith in Jesus Christ that made Paul a Christian, not anything he did, and he learned about Jesus from the disciples.

Blind Faith Bocce Ball

Now we’re going to play another "blind faith" game where you play by faith, not by sight.  Are you ready?  This one is called Blind Faith Bocce Ball.  I’m going to take Fido here and toss him out onto the floor in front of us.  Did you know that Fido means "Faithful" in Latin?  It does! Fido is a faithful dog, and dogs are a symbol of what?  FAITH.

Toss "Fido" out onto the playing floor at least 20 feet away from the players if your space will allow that much distance.  

You job is to try to roll your balls as close to Fido as you can without hitting Fido with your ball.  

What you are going to do is try to get your balls to "walk by faith"?

You are ROLLING these balls underhand, you aren’t throwing them!  Remember that, or 

you’ll lose the game!

If you hit somebody else’s ball out of the way, that’s okay!

The way to cheer on your teammates is to say "Walk By Faith!" 

When we’ve rolled all of the balls,  we’ll measure whose team is the closest, and they’ll be our Walk by Faith champions.

First we’re going to try this without blindfolds.  

Then we’re going to see what it’s like to try it with blindfolds.

Remind them to yell "Walk By Faith" as each player begins to roll.

In the blindfold round, the children are welcome to take a good hard look at where the balls are 

and where Fido is, before being blindfolded for their toss.

Debrief after the game is over.  What was that like for you?  A lot easier to do things when you can see, isn’t it? But it’s a lot more interesting when you have to rely on faith rather than sight! Christians live their lives by faith more than they do by what they can see coming at them.  We trust a God we can’t see to help us through life.  And anybody can do that.  Paul says, ANYBODY can be a Christian.  All we have to do is put our faith in Jesus, whom we can’t see.  All we need to do to be a Christian is to have faith in him. 

Paul’s Perils Games

Using the Children’s Illustrated Bible, share some of the adventures of Paul:

· Saul/Paul escapes Damascus by being lowered over the walls of the city in a basket.

Acts 9:23-25

· In Philippi, Paul and Silas were imprisoned.  An earthquake opened the prison doors.  The guard thought that the prisoners had escaped and was ready to kill himself when Paul stopped him.  When the guard asked, “What must I do to be saved?”, Paul responded, “Only have faith in Jesus.”  Acts 16:19-24

· Paul was on a ship on his way to Rome for his trial before Caesar himself.  They met a violent storm; through Paul’s acts of faith, they survived.  Acts 27:13-44

For each of these stories:

· Ask how it is an example of walking by faith, not by sight.

· Can they create a game to would serve as an illustration of the story?

· Play the game.

Finally, if you were able to get the goggles, let the class experiment with them.  Discuss how someone who is literally blind learns how to read the landscape but still must put faith in things that cannot be seen.

Closing Prayer:

God, help us to have faith in you. Help us to walk by faith, and not by sight.  Thank you that doing that makes life so interesting.  We never know just what you’ll do next. Thank you for guiding us through faith in Jesus.  Amen.
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